
THE SEnSE OF STylE
   THE THinking PErSOn’S guidE TO WriTing in THE 21ST CEnTury

“This book is a graceful and clear 
smackdown to the notion that 
English is going to the proverbial 
dogs. Pinker has written the Strunk  
& White for a new century.”
 — John McWhorter, author of 
  Our Magnificent Bastard Tongue  
  and The Power of Babel
 
“Only Steven Pinker could have 
written this marvelous book, and 
thank heaven he has….The Sense of 
Style will flip the way you think about 
good writing. Pinker’s curiosity and 
delight illuminate every page, and 
when he says style can make the 
world a better place, we believe him.”
 —Patricia T. O’Conner,  
  author of Woe Is I

S T E v E n  P i n k E r

P e n g u i n g r o u P ( u S A )                                          www.penguin.com/academic
Academic Market ing Depar tment  |   375 Hudson Street   |   new York ,  nY10014

he bestselling linguist and cog-
nitive scientist creates a usage 

guide for the twenty-first century, apply-
ing the sciences of language and mind to 
the challenge of crafting clear, coherent, 
and stylish prose. In this short, practical 
book, Pinker shows how writing depends 
on imagination, empathy, coherence,  

grammatical knowhow, and an ability 
to savor and reverse engineer the good 
prose of others. Using examples of effec-
tive and ineffective prose, Pinker replaces 
dogma about usage with reason and evi-
dence, encouraging writers, editors, and 
students to apply guidelines judiciously 
rather than robotically. 

Viking • 368 pp.   
978-0-670-02585-5 • $27.95
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Tap into more info at: www.cengage.com/demo/mindtap/english

Tap into the personalized
teaching experience
MindTap for Composition is a personalized teaching 
experience that creates real writers using everyday tools, 
and helps you teach your course for your students.

“We have seen an increase of at least one letter grade when we compare the performance of 
students who used MindTap with those who didn’t.” — Scott Domowicz, Erie Institute of Technology

Elevate Thinking
Engage your students with 
multimodal assignments that 
move composition off the 
page and into the real world.

Easily Set  
Your Course
Create your course using 
familiar tools – like YouTube, 
Google Docs, and Evernote 
– woven into vetted 
instructional content.

Promote Better  
Outcomes
Track more than just the grade 
with a progress app that shows 
student engagement and time 
in course.

Engaged with you.
www.cengage.com
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Engaged with you 
so you can engage 
with them

You have more demands than ever on your time 

and we are here to help, providing ongoing training 

and support, customizing course materials to 

meet your specific goals, and sharing innovative 

classroom strategies through our in-house team 

of professional educators.

Learn more at: 
www.cengage.com/services

Cengage Learning has been accredited as 
an Authorized Provider by the International 
Association for Continuing Education and 
Training (IACET)

The best way to find yourself is to  
lose yourself in the service of others.”

– Mahatma Gandhi

“

56 Digital Solutions Coordinators 

50 Implementation & Training Specialists

80 Technical Support Agents

Unmatched training & support

186

40 Student Engagement Coordinators 
6 Custom Digital Consultants

Customized print & digital content

46

10 Full-time Professional Educators

Live & on-demand faculty development

10

Source Code: 15C-EL0059
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Please visit: macmillanhighered.com/WPAJournal

[publication: wpa Journal (Oct 2014)— placement: Left A — ad size: 4.75 x 7.75]

Hands-on support for all writers

Give students the tools to create change

A guide and reference for any writing situation 

Changing Writing
A Guide with Scenarios
Johndan Johnson-Eilola, Clarkson University

Informed by Johnson-Eilola’s research, this brief guide 
with online scenarios gives students the rhetorical tools 
they need in order to respond to and create change with 
their own writing. LaunchPad Solo comes automatically 
with the purchase of a new text.

How to Write Anything
A Guide and Reference with Readings
Third Edition
John J. Ruszkiewicz, University of Texas at Austin

Jay T. Dolmage, University of Waterloo

Instructors at hundreds of schools have turned to How to 
Write Anything for clear, focused writing advice that gives 
students just what they need, when they need it.

Successful College Writing
Skills • Strategies • Learning Styles 
Sixth Edition
Kathleen T. McWhorter, Niagara County Community College

McWhorter’s unique visual approach helps students 
become successful college writers. The sixth edition of 
Successful College Writing builds on its beloved, proven 
visual tools, such as graphic organizers, flowcharts, and 
new graphic Guided Writing Assignments.

NEW

NEW

NEW
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Please visit: macmillanhighered.com/WPAJournal

A Writer’s Reference
Eighth Edition
Diana Hacker late of Prince George’s Community College

Nancy Sommers, Harvard University

No skill is more essential to college students than writ-

ing, and no handbook has proven more useful to more 

students than A Writer’s Reference. As always, the 

new edition of the bestselling, most responsive writing 

handbook supports the college writer with authorita-

tive answers to questions about format, grammar 

and style, evidence, citation, punctuation, and more. 

[publication: wpa Journal (Oct 2014)— placement: Right A — ad size: 4.75 x 7.75]

Core support for college writers

This edition’s online component, LaunchPad, gives students access to interactive 

exercises, writing activities, and videos.

Students find help. You see progress.

NEW

Available in versions based on either the 

Hacker or Lunsford handbooks, Writer’s Help 

2.0 combines “the simplicity and usability 

of Google,” (according to one student) 

with the trusted content and instruction 

that free online resources lack. Using smart 

search, students can get expert advice 

quickly, whether for coursework or their 

own writing. Assignment and tracking 

features make it easy for instructors and 

administrators to monitor student progress 

individually, as a class, or program-wide.

Writer's Help 2.0 for 
Hacker Handbooks
writershelp.com

Diana Hacker, late of Prince  
George's Community College

Stephen A Bernhardt,  
University of Delaware

Nancy Sommers, Harvard University

Writer's Help 2.0 for 
Lunsford Handbooks
writershelp.com/lunsford

Andrea A. Lunsford,  
Stanford University

WPA: Writing Program Administration, Volume 38, Number 1, Fall 2014 
© Council of Writing Program Administrators



Congratulations to These Award Winners!
GenAdmin: Theorizing WPA Identities in the 

Twenty-First Century
Colin Charlton, Jonikka Charlton, Tarez Samra Graban, 
Kathleen J. Ryan, & Amy Ferdinandt Stolley
Winner of the Best Book Award, Council of 
Writing Program Adminstrators (July, 2014)

Mics, Cameras, Symbolic Action: Audio-Visual 
Rhetoric for Writing Teachers
Bump Halbritter
Winner of the Distinguished Book Award from 
Computers and Composition (May, 2014)

New Releases
First-Year Composition: From Theory to Practice

Edited by Deborah Coxwell-Teague & 
Ronald F. Lunsford. 420 pages.
Twelve of the leading theorists in composition studies 
answer, in their own voices, the key question about what 
they hope to accomplish in a first-year composition course. 
Each chapter, and the accompanying syllabi, provides rich 
insights into the classroom practices of these theorists.

A Rhetoric for Writing Program Administrators
Edited by Rita Malenczyk. 471 pages.
Thirty-two contributors delineate the major issues and ques-
tions in the field of writing program administration and pro-
vide readers new to the field with theoretical lenses through 
which to view major issues and questions.

www.parlorpress.com
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Extending an invitation to join the

Council of

Writing Program Administrators
The Council of Writing Program Administrators offers a national network 
of scholarship and support for leaders of college and university writing 
programs.

Membership benefits include the following:

•	 A subscription to WPA: Writing Program Administration, a 
semi‑annual refereed journal

•	 Invitations to the annual WPA Summer Workshops and 
Conferences

•	 Invitations to submit papers for sessions that WPA sponsors at MLA 
and CCCC

•	 Participation in the WPA Research Grant Program, which 
distributes several awards, ranging from $1000 to $2000

•	 Invitations to the annual WPA breakfast at CCCC and the annual 
WPA party at MLA

•	 Information about the WPA Consultant‑Evaluator program

Annual Dues
Graduate Students: $20
Not on Tenure Track: $20
Regular: $40
Sustaining (voluntary): $60
Library: $80

To Join
Visit us online at http://wpacouncil.org/membership or send your name, 
address, email address, institutional affiliation, and dues to

Michael McCamley, CWPA Secretary
University of Delaware
Department of English

212 Memorial Hall
Newark, DE 19716
mccamley@udel.edu
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People of Color Caucus Statement

Social Contexts of Writing Assessment: Toward an 
Ecological Construct of the Rater

Thinking Liminally: Exploring the (com)Promising 
Positions of the Liminal WPA

Understanding Why Linked Courses Can Succeed 
with Students but Fail with Institutions

Relentless Engagement with State Educational 
Policy Reform: Collaborating to Change the 
Writing Placement Conversation

Revising FYC Outcomes for a Multimodal, 
Digitally Composed World: The WPA Outcomes 
Statement for First-Year Composition (Version 3.0)

The WPA Outcomes Statement for 
First-Year Composition

Review Essay: Writing in Digital Environments: 
Everything Old Is New Again
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