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annual occurrence but should certainly not be viewed as a one-time project. 
As any worthwhile assessment should, DCM leads to pedagogical and pro-
gram improvements, not just to scores.

 DCM has its drawbacks. Clearly, it is time-intensive, and the maps 
are not as simple to use as a rubric. Broad says little of how often evalua-
tors at City University agreed and disagreed, but it seems unlikely the crite-
ria maps secured more agreement than a rubric would have. As he argues, 
though, a rubric is designed to secure interrater agreement by constrain-
ing choices, while a map is intended to forefront a range of values and the 
discrepancies that arise in writing programs. Other limits of DCM are less 
obvious. Despite the author’s scrutiny and carefully gathered data, his cat-
egorizing, counting, and definitions of criteria are open to debate. Broad 
frequently notes how certain criteria might seem very much like others he 
found, yet he explains why he separated them anyway. Such subjectivity 
occurs with any study, particularly a qualitative study in which apparently 
only one person performs the fundamental coding and analyses of data. 
Any conventional rubric is also open to debate and interpretation, but crite-
ria mapping is especially likely to be viewed as arbitrary if for no other rea-
son than the fact that maps must be inclusive and thorough. A rubric might 
have five or more criteria offering opportunities for debate, whereas a map 
such as City University’s has eighty-nine points of departure.

 At times, the author may overstate the case for DCM, referring 
to the “unparalleled potential for Dynamic Criteria Mapping” (120) and 
the “unprecedented quantity and quality of information” (121) it provides. 
However, his enthusiasm is understandable. With no suitable alternative, 
rubrics have rarely been seriously challenged. Dynamic Criteria Mapping is 
more than a mere instrument; this model calls for a contextualized assess-
ment that leads directly to teacher reflection and program improvements. 
Is it worth the additional work it takes to implement such a radical change? 
DCM may not work at every site, particularly where open dialogue about 
values and change is risky for nontenured faculty. But it is exciting to think 
of the ways in which a more robust, thorough assessment might inform 
teachers and students. I found myself thinking I would like to see Dynamic 
Criteria Mapping applied not only to student writing but various types of 
discourse. For instance, it would be both interesting and useful to see a map 
of what compositionists value in their own professional discourse. 

 Writing creates a complex dialogue that attends to the setting in 
which a text appears, and Bob Broad offers a way to assess writing that is 
also dialogic, contextual, and complex in terms of showing what teachers 
really value.
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Announcements

Announcements

2006 WPA Summer Workshop, Institutes, and Conference
The 2006 WPA Summer Workshop, Institutes, and Conference will be held 
at the Chattanooga Choo Choo Convention Center in Chattanooga, Ten-
nessee, July 9-16. Leaders for the four-day workshop, July 9-1�, will be Lau-
ren Fitzgerald, from Yeshiva University, and Greg Glau, from Arizona State 
University. The theme for the conference, July 1�-16, is “Keeping on Track: 
Looking Back, Looking Forward, Looking Out for New Opportunities.” 
One-day institutes on writing assessment and technology issues will be held 
on July 1�. For more information about the workshop, institutes, and con-
ference, visit the CWPA website at http://wpacouncil.org.

Announcement of Award for Excellence:
Best Article in the 2003 and 2004 Issues of WPA: Writing Program 
Administration

At the request of the WPA president, Shirley Rose, the Best Article Award 
committee comprised of  Joe Janangelo, Libby Miles, Duane Roen, and Joel 
Wingard evaluated all the articles in the 200� and 200� issues of WPA: 
Writing Program Administration.  Although these issues contained many 
strong articles, the committee chose Candace Spigelman’s article, “Politics, 
Rhetoric, and Service-Learning,” because it effectively challenges some all-
too-familiar administrative practices and does so with an eye toward the 
larger political and economic context in which WPA work is necessarily situ-
ated. Her work is thorough, careful, theoretically informed, and respectful; 
it leaves us with much to ponder as we take her insights back to our own 
institutions.  Hers is provocative, generative research. Her article appeared 
in the Fall 200� (2�.1–2) issue.

At the WPA conference in Anchorage in July 2005, the Best Article 
Award was given posthumously to Candace Spigelman. CWPA also made 
a $500 donation to the Candace Spigelman memorial fund at Penn State 
Berks-Lehigh Valley College.

Feb. 6-28, 2006, Computers &Writing Online 2006: Making 
Knowledge on the Digital Frontier(s)
The 2006 Computers & Writing Online Conference deals with the interface 
between writing scholarship, writing pedagogy, and technology.  The confer-
ence involves asynchronous sessions whose discussions run over an extended 

period of time as well as real-time presentations.  For more information 
about the conference, visit http://english.ttu.edu/cwonline2006/ or contact 
Lennie Irvin at lennie.irvin@ttu.edu.

Call	for	Submissions: Young Scholars in Writing: Undergraduate Research in 
Writing and Rhetoric seeks theory-driven and/or research-based submissions 
from undergraduates on the following topics: writing, rhetoric, composition, 
professional writing, technical writing, business writing, discourse analysis, 
writing technologies, peer tutoring in writing, writing process, writing in the 
disciplines, and related topics. Submissions to this refereed journal should be 
10-20 pages, in MLA format, and should be accompanied by a professor’s 
note that the essay was written by the student. Please send four copies of 
manuscript without author’s name on manuscript. Please include author’s 
name, address, affiliation, email address, and phone number on separate title 
page. Send inquiries and submissions to Dr. Laurie Grobman, Editor, Penn 
State Berks, P.O. Box 7009, Tulpehocken Road, Reading, PA 19610-6009. 
E-mail inquiries to leg�@psu.edu. 
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Extending an invitation to join the

Council of

Writing Program Administrators
The Council of Writing Program Administrators offers a national network 
of scholarship and support for leaders of college and university writing pro-
grams.

Membership benefits include the following:

• A subscription to WPA: Writing Program Administration, a 
semi-annual refereed journal

• Invitations to the annual WPA Summer Workshops and Confer-
ences

• Invitations to submit papers for sessions that WPA sponsors at 
MLA and CCCC

• Participation in the WPA Research Grant Program, which distrib-
utes several awards, ranging from $1000 to $2000

• Invitations to the annual WPA breakfast at CCCC and the annual 
WPA party at MLA

• Information about the WPA Consultant-Evaluator program

Annual Dues

Members: $�0
Graduate Students: $10
Libraries: $�0

To Join

Send your name, address, institutional affiliation, and dues to

Jennie Dautermann, WPA Secretary
Department of English

Miami University
Oxford, Ohio �5056
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BEDFORD/ST. MARTIN’S

For more information: bedfordstmartins.com

EasyWriter
A Pocket Reference
Third Edition
Andrea A. Lunsford
Stanford University

A student-friendly pocket guide 

to the essentials of writing and

research, EasyWriter is an ideal, 

inexpensive reference handbook for

any course where writing is required.

Now more visual and even easier to

use and understand, EasyWriter offers

practical help with research and 

documentation and expanded 

coverage of academic writing for 

students in all disciplines.

December 2005/spiral-bound/340 pages
bedfordstmartins.com/easywriter

Coming soon!

Easy to use. Easy price.

>>> RE: WRITING
Good writing comes from Re:Writing.

Re: Writing is a collection of free Web

resources that students and instructors 

can use in any course that requires writing.

You'll find plagiarism tutorials, model 

documents, style and grammar exercises,

visual analysis activities, design tutorials, and

more. And while free, many are authored by

some of our most widely adopted authors —

names you know and trust, such as Diana

Hacker, Mike Palmquist, and Mike Markel.
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CHARNEY / NEUWIRTH /
KAUFER / GEISLER

Having Your Say
0-321-12230-5

� inquiry-based argument rhetoric
� integrated approach to 

argument strategies
� focuses on two policy issues: 

crime and the environment

ROSEN

The Academic Writer’s Handbook
0-321-33831-6

� unique focus on source-
based writing 

� most WAC material in a brief 
handbook

RUSZKIEWICZ / ANDERSON /
FRIEND

Beyond Words: Reading and
Writing in a Visual Age
0-321-27601-9

� 350 images and 70 readings
� more writing and reading 

instruction than similar readers
� compelling, cutting-edge ver-

bal and visual selections that 
will inspire today’s students

Fresh Ink is an online
reviewer program that 
connects you to the most
innovative first edition texts
in college composition.

Read a sample chapter, 
fill out a brief questionnaire,
and receive a Penguin novel
as a thank-you for your 
feedback.

ADLER-KASSNER

Considering Literacy
0-321-11338-1

� readings about learners and 
learning

� students write about their 
college experiences

� shows connection between 
education and literacy
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TO ORDER AN EXAMINATION COPY—
� Web: www.ablongman.com/englishcomp
� E-mail: exam.copies@ablongman.com
Contact your local rep!

www.ablongman.com/replocator
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